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T'na ﬂmw Senfrancisco .
It has been rumlrlt;d more than a few times that the SpiInt rnu.nd in ':l'h Immb'l-: l'.ql.ln;’ Is similar

to that spint found once a time ago i "The San Francisco Oracle’. That in nurmd‘:mﬂdnnl'rh

o NS <o construedas a high compliment. .~ = J,_'. NG

s The ‘San Fﬁmm} ﬂ'l‘idl! was a wndﬂhl mnmm n m-rnm consciousness in turbulent times. |r
H ‘Thu Invisible College” could measure up to ‘where the pioneering dreams of Allen Cohen and Michael
- I!umen as v;dl il;_th! -:-:hzr staff of The Oracle Hilﬂ}: mwuﬂmmmﬂ nur mh; daniur with ﬂus

| . l,.-"“' .-ﬂ HﬂE‘F‘- J_r
lTﬂllﬂlﬂ_-ﬂl,E-ﬂﬂﬂE_‘m closely. | mm‘ﬁiber seeing 1t fufr fﬁ;t ilﬂ'li n I,Elili in a commune
T whE | wuimn:’m 1766... | m‘:pm*ed. <Poktry, Art, 12, and Hjiﬂﬂi".'l‘l all.rolled up
n r.':n: package. Truly, it was a first in tme event. - Every 1ssue successfully charted the cha nﬁ
h‘wrrdjrnamlcmmmuy in an asto nr!m:ﬂm: of flux. Mmﬂtumuftheﬂt?.dnsml
LG mmma gye; The _rnﬁu: 'i'ab-*mm iMustration, and the illustration of a gis masked ;.ro-uﬂrdefend—
1 % mn 5 the police... It was auire. aﬂnflu m.mme 12 1ss5ues.

| i i:- : l:llnrer pﬂn ‘meet Allen !:uhn,. dluuuh Ihwp“md to his Enmdfs,u-;m#hl Mﬁ:l;;“jfﬂ“ IF

| i Imiulqllﬂiq l'.i'impmm‘rmmppmt Hlsﬂmt:r vision with n

HE S ‘Qracle, and the d!i;".:rl lrn:nl.nw'thﬁ emanated from fum, readily anndﬂil his poetry. We fﬁ-

' i|; tumumnuur*mﬂﬂudmunuf“mnmﬂﬁjﬂ;uhﬁ'r Ifru&hncntreﬂm:mmmuﬂ
{ A =1 ~ pleasantly :urprrﬂ’d '
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ﬂ:.‘l'l_:-’llnm'muuml'l'fmu,jhg n%?dp;r, Thl'ﬁn vergreen Review, Art Kunkm & The LA.
n COoun

;I " Free Press, Mondo 2000, The “Zmas over tlh: mﬁaﬂmm_hllppd
| lﬁlﬂ:thl:tt&lstn uunnl’imm[mmqu:mih We happily depart mwﬁmmhﬂnﬁ,nﬂ
1. 5 /. continue l:hl:ml'.uutls still at hand.
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What 1s this mend before which © ¥ ' }L |
all this passes? i —

the cars endlessly rolling, £l
the breeze, the people standing 3
at the bus stop wating =

The way it wants to reach out, Richard Broutigan - A Remembrance ; I
i to merge with nature -
E b u'lmb:': “i}": and the m;m h iis miﬂ:ﬂn:lﬂﬁnﬁm ﬁ::mhem iy
NLE RN o I VI PR some have never even heard of him. }
k the blueness of the sky 4 j
§ the fight of the seagull In the 40z in the Haght he was evarywhare :
f the striation of cirrus clouds in the streets; with the Diggers; at the Oracle office. |
| : like an unknowable alphabet in the sky. Everyone knew him lean and tall, long Blond hair, !
E Intme | am waiting 7 high pitched voice; strangely sl:mp:d and rounded shnuldsrs i
i!,, < amidst the :urbultnt :ha.ngi: 3 " bent by.a hidden childhoed. T_hm was always [
I © 1 am walting b something Dﬁl'mpun about hum and far :war !
L e e g T 78 A Werro Fishaf@wasity published yer = 7' - 4l
e [lef o held up on option by a New York publisher {
| ¥ : In the now = ° © = for several years, while with the rest of us,
| there 1s the boarding of the bus 4 1< § P ey L rouft
A7 .. the placing.of the $2.35 n the coubox/ | (- mostly lesserdllentsyhe fived | - C S|
k. ‘the hinding of a seat, © & L enthenectar of that rare ume and place. . -~ < - |
P stmnas Faficbtun frols = ,_ Hfuﬁltr.__pnms on seed wdnes 2t ]
F Jhe NI backs TSt S, < T ~and gave them odlt 1765 at Digger's 'Inm,nl:le Circus® event - I
" the air condivening cooling the ar, i Whén ¥ told:him T had 4 1
5 the squeaking brakes of thebus. . sm T had rioved to 1 country commure. . |
" the chcking heels of the tall woman~ ~ - - N€ said: "Tve eamed my millionth cricket badge already.” i
& stepping to the back of the bus, . " . But, after Trout Fishung finally came out, :
i to thE Golden Gate bridge and San Francisco .~ he bought a farm/in Montana and reappeared -~~~ |
- _HTH 15 ttl;‘e m'; &' /. InNorth Beach only during the winter. '
; re Is the + o, £a
'F ! Here comes ﬂeﬂﬁmm' . SYG " < ol e once th:t-l had writer's ‘blokk. f il
| . : He said; *Before | even finish a book =t J
Yet when | iWII" Ithﬁih Gods EYES; ' amew jdea comes to me for the next one. it
dl T i " " i f e E : I
H laugh after 4 cry from the shock of thE mnsmun.. 0 oo Lean hardly swat it away. N T
. 1 laugh because my mind ~ a0t %, s sortvof natural to my minde® g <
despite all these pErcEptions, ¥ * The last ime we spoke -ty }
e s eaing SpORSTS ©_I'had with me a mock tp of a baok '

has no existence, no time, NO Separateness. on Laurie's'natural éhildbirth

f
!
This 15 the vastness. with many intimate photographs of childbirth 11
This 15 the sea of darkness. e
Thils 15 the kits of hght. laid out in sequence with a long poem .

that | was trying to self-publish

This 15 the immersion mto the mist. Richard and Steve Walzer, the photographer,

This 15 the fight of matter.

i
This is the dissolution of soul. and | began looking through the mock up [ £
This 15 the remembrance. at an outdoor table at Ennco’s. ="
This 15 the eternal wheel, . and | saw tears coming to Richard's EYES. =
e m: l:";h;“h:;;“fﬂ <5 - He asked to be excused and came back . -
7 This 1s my exile Ry 40 40 afew mngtes later, his eyes red, o o 0
Irmmehumnwﬂi e e :.ud'l'nu-liuﬂ ﬂuuugﬁ I:hlﬂﬂn[l'.hl hmi,u'rmp
ﬁuuthsm-tgﬁlﬂwwﬂﬁr’h i AR B el e LR Nl J.ré'*-“". el

-l_‘- | Wi ey 3 - L =
. L - ?"I "I ":..-'_l_ Tl I ..-,r_,-rl.l_'|.\_-. iy
" "'“:-"";._;{"J?:Ir k.. 1-"' -'['!1.\ # r .'!.r :.1!-' ,1_‘-..:.-""" J" o o " b A
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I asked homaf he could spare amy money
to help us prnt it He sand, L
*It's a beauniful book, but please believe me [

my money's all tied up. 1 can't.®
The last tome | saw hom was on Kearny S,
a month before s body was found,

probably only a few days before he shot himself.
He was walking with his quick long stnde
through Chinatown toward NMorth Beach. f |

| was nding on the 15 bas o work,
He was keeping up with the bus for a few blocks.
It was warm and he took off his jacket

as he briskly, leaped forward and 1
turned up Jackson St where the cheap Chinese restaurants are.
| wanted to get-off the bus and talk to him;

but didn't bother. | wish | had followed that impulse.
Mow Richard 15 even more distant
far away n the Montana of the spint,

peming Lew Welch, also a simple, emoatonal,
troubled and alone poet with a tender love
of humanity and nature, ' |

who had disappeared into the great Sierras.
Thewrspints, perhaps, too immense for our age.
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-i""" R but’ we WETE rﬁ*transmﬂn Ettmg g this Er]'mun nsad'f ﬁ:

i’ﬁnnt_. wﬁlch means"rw

‘erything has had l:c- be layed otit in EDde nstead J?‘/Eﬂdpl as dnne"ﬁrnrl DUS-
. The hlghElr thE dp?,'{[dﬂ er ﬁ‘chl mE'*sTQWEithE%mcessur‘ﬁoES“fewn with

. added RAM Et: A Ehi!‘.l'E alsu gone dEE'[J'ET Into the | grapl IE,‘and It Im-l-:s

el ol > C ha canI:EII
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: EI'E are mﬁ \rersruns;nffhls edition -:hf The nwstble le Ol are. rea - I
ng 'I:hE FDF form nﬂ' of the webmé"“ knuw that this Eﬂ‘ﬁun |ﬂ‘maﬂsr l.'han l:h
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i .|{' To stand naked befare it to be cleaned washed and batk

1 L wm”mmmﬁaﬁnﬁmmm

==

' n.lml:dmg ﬂwugh valiu:ys of clouds.
'F'hal. Im;uk’l:.i‘.tjnnhnmms against the flash of
Aighting, m_,lﬁe dlsia.m:e and agamst a bake drop
of darkness. -
The higsing c of lhe rustle of leaves moving towards me
* ag rf.lhu thunders sound moves them.
’_BI.I.I'__,II: 3 'dh: exhale of the Gods of clouds
Blowing on the Earth's burned and scraped knees
ii Like fhose of a child that has fallen.
,&gﬁm_a breath of cool refreshes what was stale and humid
F} It isas ‘Hmugh alli is bemg blown clean of the stagnant
II‘ refuse ul"lh: day's waste.

—

'I-‘.Eﬂi"h mu-'nlaan ‘of this humanity; I.am still t
shale remain the same; no suit of clothe:

)

[:' qfnll ﬂmm';wqﬂd 'ha_$ left upon and within

- '."""u‘ ‘i

SHE is Life -

Silently she walks
Blll]ﬂﬂnflﬂﬂ' her sway

"'} (00 o wnd sy
WﬁMammﬁmllw"
- ':“rf wlike the Sun I burn.

& ,r-' “as wmrﬂ of Heat -
ﬁhnnnmr herimage.

s she dances, g'lldmg
-mun Eit 1ouching the Farth
ﬂhc;sbmm”mylsshm

 Spirited from a dream -
Longing 4 need for such beauty "

I run like the wix before her. -

To be consumed withid hur‘ﬂamc.

; mlmrdmedﬁ'nmfnnnmdnﬂmf
o4 - abreerel

Lifelis ma:bemﬁ,r 'f}-

Our souls burn like a flame

Unhlwquﬂumeﬁ‘; ,-{ 1 ]

a&tnmh in her stnde, p

- Kikea a candles flame brightwith Heat -~

I

=

4

____p. | &

I W

s

Vismns ufiﬁ# ngli't - 1

muug,h the light nﬁ‘y fadE 'ﬂ-
the hunmns w:ﬂen 7

and m:..r spirit f'mds Wlngs Eﬂﬁr

=3




s e ) ST (e T iy, 2. ™ i || - ——a
DX i e |
—_— ; = Stormy Nightshrooms e
i 'Birds With No Sung e o e\ _' ik _ ol ’ |
L - a:"“"‘"-- 1 submit for yéur approval the stage 15 set. i I.-—--|
Cast not out I:-m:ls wuth no sung. ~Again along | embéark into the darkness and find i
| Their song is in their spirits ﬂlgi;,l. '?blcmn;gs-a;ld pr'mf-uflha E-ﬁrl‘.h's greatness! : ' IL_
1_'*; Il;m::;mms huhhlnh.un m e A..n: [mllnul;tﬁe darkness ::ml:.I ﬁnpt gl}mpu-r. of the .+ =
* - And ocean tides nwand ﬁlﬂfsllt.nt. e, dall I:;;f:ds m mﬂ mgl“ Bkr [l b= o
ii ' isb?':;c;: pa m: tilll;l ;zi z : And the thunder -:nl’rr.bur: hmﬁrm,uhmng acrass the land, _[
i = g 21 i o 4 Elg,ldﬁwil:hnﬁé' the ground and 1 thrill with delight
b An Emmfboumy dr,u{unmw ~ ' "asripples of sensations of the mystery that is the night. “.l
E: A mn.gm plnpe,u whire we live, 1 walk and et Ihﬁdarhmﬁ dmu\' tlla alﬂng on T:umm
- [ _Wi'ﬁmhﬂmfmmasmﬂsdmlm with no trail. i =
n-To t_r,welﬂlere)mie must prepare: To lead me 5 that ¢eill'ltbnl}r bc fnung Whllml'!'li:!ﬂ'
: F Releasing all weights lay bare. the spell of thost: n:h sm;rr.ls that can nnl:rbe told tcr [
s Shed all chaff and arguments. - those with on gn. o \ 4 sulsl 8
.i! - Stripped clean all form of care. Glowing orbs that séem ;%pfpar but ﬁmlustwm}" 'j :

1-‘. Dnﬁmg on a current of sound
~ lifting up and around. i

H‘ Winds' wlusper its tale.

| F|1|Mg 4 spirits sail.
:a: Tad-:mg a mythic !andm:ape of
bmmhh:ss wonder,

3 As wmres ufpleamu‘e rise and E'al]

(|17 L:I:f:ﬂw ndmﬁf'd lover's chest”
'[heuarethr.gﬁs my s'pmp',{eams fior.
& '1’ W;;:mbe lhu.tb:auty m;un and all

{ Im i

] (.

1

I
| 3 $ ot
;If_:‘?‘ s
IR
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¥
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IF ird wi . o ghares it Peau f
{18 Mhﬂ mﬁdﬁﬁljpﬁsﬁ.w

dear. DL |

They smile mmégl!ec auﬁuﬂm inspection, and tﬂmk il
it is funny on my kn%cs }.ﬂtﬁ,rqﬂgctm“ LN

s

-r"

To see how and ufhaﬁhia or gd this gl,uw i .:' & g

It appeared to 'm:ﬂ ]n:h::n T.‘tu:l; seemed commeon f.n-hmw ”1 -

Ok, so Lvill rc-l:m'r my mind: and hmrr. race m '[I'_',F I:n

To express while with u’l‘ I,Lﬂ}& ammem S0 bt-cmq,l

el
lament. ‘ - ' ‘ﬁ-

I thank the circlmistances that brought me this gift. _! q
50 here too, [ will ,5L1h-J'F1Il a rqtqm of the Iagua' anq.'l <5 8 I
good night.. Mg A : - ]
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"In my youth; OMNI magazine provided my first glimpse into the treasures of contemporary (o |
F visianary-and fantastic art, e
I My first calling to'paint was fueled by the inspiration from'this evocative imagery and my il
!; nterest in mysticism, symbolism and archetypal psychology. & |
I .._ |
f I became obsessed with perfecting my drawing and reviving a classical sensibility within a e
|f& : modert visionary aesthetic. i =
i . 1
i By exploning the technique of letting go to subconscious impulses while drawing, 1 would ;;E ;
il soon realize that my ereative imagéry can be used as a mirror to reveal the archetypal depths l1 i
It : of the psyche j] 1
.|_ Patterns of the soul would manifest clearly,allowing me W consciously work with the mafe- - 1 '
b ridl as a method of soul-crafting and self-exploration; ‘a8
I : : 4 . TN i . .
i - The drawings duning this period, as well as my first paintings, would unveil the fundamental |
! "= dynamic of Psyche and Eros underlying the structural and symbolic template that would
| guide allmy work to Tollow.
if ‘For over twenty vﬂﬁn" the core of my imagery has centered-on the revival of theisdcred femi-
] nmc i an mcmnl dum:n.. of rebirth. She is the anima trans.hgun:d h-g.- the a,h..h:-rmml Eﬂ: ol oJ
_..,-"; Imagination. ¥
;; Like a Im:ldq:-n pearl w:thm that is exalted by ﬂmdmgn-ns mngue -th is the soil aul:uhmmi 'I:n.'
f Sl:i‘.ISIIUlIb serpentine energy and the apamlmg rthythms of the deihs
i ;I ’ 'I'Jw:r m: :,'mra., mnf.pur:ﬂ by thé revelatory powet and pnnm::,hurihﬂ beautiful, 1 'huv: coma tn -

i : . view my work as mystical love poems lutheﬁuul'
=V~ P : I?{HDREWEGHIELEL |
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Salyation it

I

There is no salvation for the soul !
Butto fall in Love:

It has 1o ereep and craw]

Amaong the Lovers first.

(R = -
i Sl e SRS
1

"

|

Only Laovers can escipe '
From these two worlds. _ |
This was written in creation. ~1ih |
I

|

1

=

e —

Only from the Heart !
Can Yoo reach the sky. -« .=, ; ; |

The rose of Glory N ! 4 i
Can only be raised inthe Heart.

o - Rumi/ |8 i3 : |
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! Those whio don’t feel this Love - Y4 %
; ot L fn Sopulling themlike a river, . 7 [ s | |
1 £ _'; L .__ mmqwtmduqldnnkdawu Ty & g S aill &
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ANDREW'S BIOGRAPHY

A_Andrew Gonzalez, of San Antonio, Texas, 15 &an award-winning figurative artist whose work
has been exhibited in several countries. He was bornyon Qctober” 13, 1963, dnd raiséd in a cre-
ative family; Andrew's art education i€ largely self-taught. His artist father encouraged his
early interest in drawing and painting but gave him no formal training.

The paintings of Gonzalez are created with airbrashed acrylics on panel or canvas. Forms,
values and highlighting are created by lifting pigment with an abrasive erascr, followed by the
application of transparent layers of pigment.

At the age of nineteen, he expenenced a senies of mystical dreams that inspired lim the use his
art asa tool for self-discovery.

In the year 2000, Andrew Gonzalez had the distinet privilege 1 work closely with thewell-
known Fantastic Realist artist Ernst Fuchs in Monaco and Austria,
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| Why Did I Do 1t?

What motivated me to write toeleven state
legislators about a bill introduced to ban
Salvia, and then go to Salem to testify at the
committee heanings? It wasn't that Salvia's le-
gality is the most important issue in the world,
and personally.a Salvia ban would not affect
my life much. | probably have a lifetime
supply, given that I only use Salvia maybe
once or twice a year, and could sunvive just
fine if I didn't have Salvia at all.

What motivated me was a strong infuition, a
message from the spirits, that this was an op-
portunity for me, personally, to make a diffier-
ence. and opportunitics like that don't happen
very ofien. Being able to do something that
would actually make a difference would encr-
gize me and energize other people too!

The Situation;

State Rep John Lim, who represents Gresham,

had introduced a bill to ban Salvia divinorum,
numbered HB 2494,

Oregon lawmakers consider banning legal
hallucinogenic

By Aaron Clark, Associated Press Writer
Monday, March 5, 2007 1:33 PM PST

SALEM - Some young people are turming on,
tuning in and dropping out for quick highs on
a hallucimogente drug that is legal and sold
openly at novelty stores, smoke shops and
adult video stores.

But some state lawmakers say the substance -
Salvia divinorum - is dangerous and have pro-
posed a bill to ban posscssing or selling it

"From what I understand this drug is at least
as dangerous as manjuana or LSD," said Rep.
John Lim, R-Gresham, who 15 sponsoring a
bill that would make the plant a Schedule |
controlled substance in Oregon, on par with
ecsiasy or synthetic heroin. "This drug is not a
widely wsed produet, but if 1s becoming prob-

lematic. ™

-5 WA h A

U'sed for centuries by the shamans, or healers,
among Mazatec Indians of Oaxaca, Mexico in
religious and healing rituals, experis say use is
an the msein the U.S., dnven largely by Inter-

net sales and word of mouth.

The drug's Latin name, Salvia divinorum,
means "sage of the seers.” Users call it Purple
Sticky Salvia, Maria Pastora or Sally D.

"It is basically appealing to young kids be-
cause it 15 not illegal to possess in the state of
Oregon," said Tim Plummer, a coordinator for
Oregon's drug evaluation and classification

program,

Cne Portland retatler 1s selling a half-gram

package, sad o be good for five "expen-
ences." for 515

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
has listed it and its active constituent, salvino-
rin A, as "drugs and chemicals of concern.”
The agency is still investigating

patierns of abuse and potential risks for the
public. It's not somcthing that is done Lightly."
said Rogene Waite, a spokeswoman for the
DEA.

Loursiana, Missoun, Tennessee, Oklahoma
and Delaware ban possession, bul it is legal
under federal law. At least nine other states arc
considering bans, including Alaska, California,
New York, North Dakota and Utah, The plant
is controlled in Finland. Denmark, Australia
and [taly.

A 1994 study in the Journal of Ethnopharma-
cology described users who felt as though they
were being tumned into “vellow plaid French
frres, fresh pamnt, a drawer, a pant leg, a Ferris
wheel."

"It sounds cheesy but I feli like the room I was
in turned nto an aceordion and | couldn't
move," said Meara Fleming of Eugene, 20,
who said she has tried the drug once.

She said some users "go to another world. My
experience was [ ddn't visually hallucinate, It
was just a really, really intense body
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high whered felt kind of immobile.®

Experts and users say the eifects can last up
fo an hour.

At the Silver Spoon, a shop in Portland that
hawks glass water pipes and sex toys, salvia
15 a strong scller.

“It has bedn out for a long, long time and it's
just getting popular,” said Jeremy Croft, a
salesman. "Maybe all the high school and eol-
lege kids just found out about it ™

Although the drug’s effects on users are caila-
logued in detail on Web-sites like Erowid.org,
an online library of psychoactive plants and
chemicals, few toxicological studies have
been done.

“It's not toxic as far as we know," said Bryan
Roth, a professor of pharmacology at Univer-
sity of North Carolina's School of Medicine.
“But it's nof the sort of thing you would want
to smoke while you are driving.”

I think 1t's only a matter of time before we
find people addicted to this stull," said Seth
Hatmaker, a spokesman for Lim,

Roth, who is an expert on the plant, said there
15 no evidence that it is addictive,

But he and the NCSL's Harrison say there are
plenty of users who don't empoy the experi-
enee.

“I think 1ts more like a cough syrup trip, "™ said
Harrison. "It's not very fun."”

The legislative process works like this:

1) Legislator introduces bill. There is no limit
to the number of balls a legislator can intro-
duce, so0 the number of bills introduced in a
single session can easily reach the thousands.

2) The rest of the legislators cannot possibly
inform themselves about all these hills. So the
bills are divvied up among committees. The
Jjob of the committees is 1o study the bill and
decide whether it will go for a vole of the full
legislature.
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3)1f the committee decides to'send the bill for a
full vote, it may or may not make recommenda-

tions to pass it, and may or may not make chang-
es (amendments)

4) If passed, it is them sent over to the other
chamber,

If the committee does not send it to the full legis-
lature, this is called "killing the bill” or "letting
the billdie.”

In California, as a result of letters and testimony,
the committeg studving a Salvia ban bill let the
bill die.

In Maine, as a result of letters and testimony, the
Salvia ban bill was amended to anage restriction.
According o meonlonx (who testifiied):

In Maine, a ban bill was introduced. At the public
hearing of the Criminal Justice Committee, two
supporters spoke in opposition to the ban while
seven spoke in support. Those speaking in sup-

port included the bill's sponsor, the director of the

Maine Office of Substance Abuse, a lobbyist for
the Maine Pharmacy Association, the head of the

Maine DEA, the state DA speaking for the Maine

Prosecutor’s Association, someone alliliated with

Maine substance abuse programs, and a con-

cerned grandfather. Speaking against it was the

owner of a smoke shop who sells Salvia, and me,
a concemed citizen.

Those speaking in support of the ban offered up
the usual misinformation "lt's like LSD!" "It's ad-
dictive and harmiul!™ Those speaking against the

han offered up the truth... and it worked. The

Committee, in a follow-up workshop, amended
the proposed bill to regulation of sales 1o 18+ in-

stead of a ban. | chalk this up as a victory. It
should be noted that the main strategy was nol
ideologically arguing agaimst prohibition of psy-
choactives, but rather very mundane concerns
like pointing oul that there actually 1S NO
SALVIA PROBLEM — - no emergency room ad-
missions, no tales of lives wrecked by salvia
abuse, no salvia-related arrests, no-one seeking
treatment for salvia abuse — coupled with com-
pelling financial issues in these lean times, like
how much are new programs, testing, and en-
forcement going 10 cost in the face of a demon-

strated non-1ssue... I ==

_..__...-llill-;.. "
>

" e e o e ——
——

— e — L T o P —

T | ] S 128



o el VTR AT T e e e e e o £ T

S

1
BaS

| o e

AP = oy

Adventures with Envelopes and Stamps

Thanks to the web, it is easy to find out the
status of a ball by Googling vour stale legisla-
ture, and following search links to find your
ball, 1 found the Oregon state legislature page,
and on it found that the bill was being studied
by the Judiciary Committee and the names of
the ning members wrote a letter (see "lemplate
letter” appended below). | tried very hard to
think in their language and write in their lan-
guage. 1 sent it to the nine Judiciary Committes
members, my own representative, and for good
measure, the sponsor of the bill.

Within a week | received a response by snail-
mail from the sponsor of the hill:

Cireetings: Thank you for contacting my office
on the Salvia bill I introduced. Your letter was
well researched and documented. | appreciate
it, and your letter will help me formulate 1deas
for this bill.

I appreciate some of the information you have
given me regarding the doses of this drug. [ am
comfortable in stating that we need to control
this substance. There necds to be more clinical
studies on Salvia and salvinorin A in regards to
medicinal value, but in the meantime, we need
to ensure that children do not have access to
this drug.

| do appreciate vour concerns on the issue. If 1
can help you in the near future, please do not
hesitate o contact me. [ send my best wishes
for your health and suecess.

sincerely,
John Lim

State Representative
District 50

And he added a handwnitten "Thanks!™

| thought, WOW! This is the sponsor of the bill
that would make possession of Salvia a felony,
you couldn't expect him to do a complete 180,
but he showed a willingness to listen and
maybe compromise!

|
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I'emailed a response t¢ him cec'd to all the com-
mittee members (see below). It was significant,
I felt, that the most important point to-him was
the potential therapeutic and anti-addietive use
of Salvia. The government al no level has rec-
ognized psychedelics as therapeutic, but here
was g conseérvative Republican drug warnior
swayed by this point. This made me all the
more optimistic.

Adventures in the Capitol

Checking on the Oregon legislature web page a
few weeks later, | discovered that heanings on
Bill 2494 were scheduled for April 4. So | de-

cided to testify.

I'went to Salem with my friend Ms. Cymon. [
had guessed the hearings would be at 9, but
they started at 8:30. However, they were hear-
ing another bill for an hour or so first, that had
something to do with sexual abuse of kidnap
victims, 0 Cymeon and I had plenty of time to
whisper to each other about what we were
going to say.

First, the sponsor of the bill, John Lim, testi-
fied. He cited some articles he had read in the
newspaper and Wikipedia. He made points
about driving under the influence, about how
(according to what he had read) many people
had frightening experiences or even panic al-
tacks, and about keeping this drug away from
children, Well, nothing there to disagree with,
and the point about frightening experiences
really helped, because that was a point | could
stress (0o about how Salvia was NOT really
"gaining popularity,” because a lot of people
chdn't want to repeat the expenence. He distrib-
uted a newspaper article headlined "Hallucino-
genic herb gaining popularity,” but none of the
people the article guoted who had tried Salvia
described a pleasant experience or had an incli-
nation 1o do it again, so | decided to point that
out.

The committee asked him various questions,
none of which he knew the answer to. One of
the questions was from o commitiee member

who had a plam called " Salvia® in her vard
(there are a lot of ornamental members of the
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she had obviously read both m}r.Lettc“F'aJ:;i a
letter [ had included from a Califomian (see
link below) that had stressed the ornamental
aspect — and asked if that might be the plant
and she might have to rip it up. He didn't
know.

Then a state policeman testified. He was tes-
tifying neither for nor against, but rather tes-
tifying at the committee’s request so they
could find out what the Salvia situation is
from the police point of view. Basically he
didn’t have any information for them. He ba-
sically said that since it is not controlled and
there is no test for it, they had no idea wheth-
er it was a problem or not.

The committee asked him various questions
none of which he knew the answer to. One
of the questions was how impaired would
someone be if they were driving under the in-
Muence of Salvia? He didn't know,

One of the committee members, Betty Komp,
held up a printout of the letter 1 had sent and
read, " Driving under the influence of Salvia
should be illegal." adding, "And this is from
someone who is against the bill!™

(I looked up Betty Komp afterward to find
out if she was the committee's flaming lib-
eral, and what area she represented. She rep-
resents Woodburn and appears to be very
much a middlle-of-the-roader.)

It didin't ook like much of a case had been
made for banning Salvia.

Then it was my tum. | introduced myself as
a teacher {concerned about our young pecple)
and a member of an internet community that
studies the therapeutic uses of Salvia. 1 only
got to testify for about five minutes, but the
committée members scemed extremely atlen-
tive. | explamed the difference between natu-
ral leaf and extract, and said they didn't .
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[something missing from the article the
author was not available at publication

time...]

I stressed the point about Salvia not being
fun and most people not wanting to con-
fnue using it, 50 it was not really a growing
“problem,” and talked about therapeutic
uses and need for continued research. I said
that smoking Salvia while driving was the
equivalent of blacking out behind the wheel
and not only should there be an age restric-

tion but warning labels.

Then Cymon testified. They gave her gven
less time than they gave me. She intro-
duced hersell as a teacher and drug coun-
selor (since she once talked to fifth and
sixth graders about drugs) and talked about
the fact that making Salvia Schedule One
would drive it into the black market, which

an age restnction would not.

We left feeling really positive, because the
“pro® for the bill was so weak that it could
have been knocked down by a feather, and

we had more than a feather!
About Ten Days Later...

I received this email from the ehair of the

Judiciary Committee:

Thank you for writing and for appearing al
our recent hearing on HB 2494, which
would create the crime of unlawful posses-
sion of salvinorin A or Salvia divinorum.
Your testimony gave the committee a better
understanding of this substance. Based on
the feedback | have received from commit-
tee members so far from the hearing, it ap-
pears unlikely that HB 2494 will move for-

ward.
Best regards,

Cireg Macpherson
State Representative
House District 38 (Lake Oswego)
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The moral of the story:

So what do you do if a Salvia ban bill (or
any bill about anything) is introduced in
your state? Your chance o influence things
is when it i at the COMMITTEE level.

At the committee level, QUALITY of let-
ters matters much more than QUANTITY,
because a committee is really trying to
gather and analyze information and figure
out what to do about a bill. Hearings are
not about gauging popularity of an issue;
they are for gathéring information on which
the committee can act. A literate, intelli-
gent-sounding, and INFOERMATIVE letter
making solid points and containing solid in-
formation is valuable to a committee. A
few such lefters matter more 1o a committee
than a ton of letters just saying "vote no”
and repeating stock phrases. And while it is
better if you are a constituent, you don't
have to be. ((mconlonx was not ¢ven a
Maine resident!)  No matter where vou
live, if you can write a literate, intelligent-
sounding letter making solid points, wrile to
the committee members. Committee work
doesn't have much to do with re-election, as
voters rarely base votes on committee work,
which doesn't even have formal votes on
record. If the bill makes it to the full legis-
lature for a vote, THAT is when poll num-
bers count.

The Letters | Used:

1y My first letter w the committes mem-

bers, edited to make it a template for others
to use and change it as needed for their own
atates -- but if your state has a Salvia ban
bull, try to coordinate with athers so that
you do NOT send duplicate letters.
SHNAIL-MAIL IS BETTER THAM
E-MAIL.
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Dear....

Lamwriting.in regard to Bill ... i the .. leg-
islature, to outlaw the herb Salvia divinorum.

Ag someong who has tried Salvia divinorum,
and who has as a result become interested in
the subject and has done research on it |
would like to add comménts and information.

This lener is intended 1o be informational,
and will conclude with my recommendations.

= Salvia divinoram in low doses and natural
form is a gentle and effective anti-depressant
and analgesic. The doses being marketed that
create hallucinations are extreme doses, arti-
ficially cnhanced with the active ingredient
concentrated ten, twenty, forty times and
more! There are many medicines and phar-
maceuticals that would create hallucinations
and adverse effects if such extreme doses are
taken.

- Effects, even of concentrated doses, are
short-acting (fifteen to thirty minutes) and
when they wear off, they wear off complete-
ly. There 15 no residual impairment and no
side effects. Standard toxicological tests con-
ducted on rodents have found no evidence for
any toxicity to any bodily organ in Salvino-
rin-A, the active ingredient.

- Salvia divinorum docs not create a euphoric
“high"; on the contrary, most people find it
unpleasant. Thus, 1t 1s not attractive to recre-
ational drug users. | have researched accounts
of Salvia divinorum use on drug forums on
the internct, and it appears that the great ma-
jority of people who try Salvia divinorum
(perhaps 80%) never try it again. The ex-
treme, artificially concentrated doses that are
being marketed can ereate a sudden onset of
. Intense, vivid drcams that is frightening and
. unpleasant for most.
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Unprepared individuals may go into complete
panie. More extreme doses can lead to briel
blackouts or transient episodes of amnesia,
which, though harmless, can be frightening. In-
ternet vendors say that they have very few
repeat customers for Salvia divinorum -- less
than 10%. They depend on a steady influx of
new customers, made cunious by the media at-
tention to Salvia divinorum.

- The fact that most users have unpleasant expe-

riences, rather than alarming us, should be seen
as good news, In fact, some young people tum
away from drugs completely after a fnghtening
experience with Salvia divinorum.

- Those individuals who do continue to use
Salvia divinorum do il very sparingly, perhaps
onee évery two to three months, preparing
themselves and their setting carefully. Adults
who use Salvia divinorum do it for two main
purposes. At low doses it is an anti-depressant.
Al ligh doses, It can cause individuals 1o viv-
idly dream while still awake. (Frequently these
dreams involve reliving early childhood.) Be-
cause they are awake and aware while dream-
ing, this enables individuals to gain psychologi-
cal insights into themselves. As a result, some
individuals have found Salvia divinorum to
have profound and valuable therapeutic effects,
helping them to deal with psychological issues,
including addictions to drugs and to other ad-
dictive behaviors such as gambling.

- There are numerous anecdotal reports that, far
from being addictive, Salvia divinorum 1s anti-
addictive with respect to other drugs; it has ac-
tually aided individuals in overcoming their ad-
diction to narcotic drugs, at least in the short
term. Individuals report that a single brief ses-
sion with Salvia divinorum can relieve their
cravings for drugs and/or alcohol for days or
even weeks. Such reports merit clinical re-
sgarch, and, indeed, studies have already begun
at the University of lowa on Salvia divinorum
as a possible treatment for cocaine addiction
and at the University of Mississippi as a pos-
sible treatment for opiate addiction. as well as
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at the University of North Carolina as a pos-
sible trestment for psychiatric problems ; Far
from being a problem drug itself, Salvia divi-
norum may actually prove to be an ally in in-
dividuals overcome drug problems, as well as
psychiatric problems and clinical depression.
The untapped therapeutic potential of this
powerful drug 18 enormous, and it would be
tragic if it were placed in Schedule 1 and
placed out of the hands of researchers,

- The most serious potential danger with
Salvia divinorum is with driving. Someone
under the influence of Salvia divinorum is in a
"dream world" and unhkely w-attempl w
drive, but young people who do not know
about its effects might try to smoke it when
they are already behind the wheel. (There has
already been one such incident in Minnesota,
when a young man who had no idea ofiis ef-
fects it up while behind the wheel, and imme-
diately crashed his car. Fortunately, there were
no injunés, but the price of such ignorance
could be greater next time.)

- Salvia divinorum can lead 1o physical acci-
dents if taken in a setting where physical haz-
ards are present, because people may "sleep-
walk" while under the influence. Minor inju-
ries have occurred when "sleepwalking”
people have fallen over objects in the room.
For that reason, responsible users arrange for
sober "sitters” W be present with them,

- Salvia divinorum is very unlikely ever to
become a drug of abuse or widespread use. It
does not lend itself to frequent use, The main
danger is from the continued influx of casual

first-time users, who, unaware of the potential
for injury, may try to smoke it while driving or
m other physically hazardous settings.

- Simply outlawing Salvia divinorum will not
address this problem. Cannabis and other
drugs are against the law, and yet young
people can oblain them easily. (Iromcally, the
action taken by several states to outlaw Salvia
divinorum has increased its media attention,
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which in turn has led to more and more
young people becoming cunous about it.)
The total prohibition of a.drug creates a "for-
bidden frut® effeet, and results in the devel-
opment of a'black market for it, burdening
the state with new enforcement problems
while removing it from the hands of respon-
sible adults for whom it is valuable therapeu-
tically, In my opinion, we are better off not
creating new black markets if that can possi-
bly be avoided. When children get illegal
drugs through the black market, that brings
them into contact with illegal channels and
cnminal elements, which then often offer
them other drugs as well. That is the most im-
poriant reason why marijuana may serve as a
"gateway drug” to other illegal substances.
On the other hand, no black market has de-
viloped for aleohol and tobaceo, because
minors alone represent too small a market.
Minors do sometimes manage to get hold of
alcohol and tobacco, just as they do marni-
juana and other illegal drugs, but unlike ille-
gal drugs, this does not bring them into con-
tact with a black market, because there is no
black market for substances that are restricted
for minors only.

- Enforcement of a complete ban (including
the plant) would be difficult because the plant
is difficult to recognize (resembling spear-
mint and basil) and has no charactenistic odor.
Moreover, there is no need to ban the namral
plant, because in natural form it does not lend
itsclf to abusc; it 15 a gentle anti-depressant
that causes neither intoxication nor mental
clouding, Thus, the live plant does not appeal
to young people as a way to get "high." The
form of Salvia divinorum that is advertised
for recrcational use 1s in artificially enhanced
concentrations of 10 to 50 times the natural
strength, which requires sophisticated labora-
tory equipment and skills. There are no grow-
ing operations in the US for commercial por-
poscs, since the commercial dealers import it
from Mexico.
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Thus, a total ban that encompassed even
the live plants would not enly be difficult
and burdensome to enforce, but unneces-

sary. [If you live in a warm state, talk
about its use as an omamental. ]

- There is no Salvia divinorum social
problem -- no emergency room adimis-
sions, no tales of lives wrecked by Salvia
divinorum abuse, no addictions, no onc
seeking treatment for Salvia divinorum
abuse. In these lean times, with our tight
state budget, overburdened law enforce-
ment and overcrowded prisons, how misch
would new programs, testing, and enforee-
ment cost us for a non-issue?

My recommendations, therefore, are the
following:

- Sales to children under 18 (better yet,
under 21) should be hanned. Maine has
taken this action; the sale of Salvia divine-
rum 15 regulated much like alcohol and in-
cludes 1D checks. This has kept the plam
out of the black market and the hands of
children. If our goal 18 to keep the plant
out of the hands of minors, age restriction
(with severe penalties for providing to
minors ) can be more effective than a total
ban, becausc a black market docs not de-
velop to serve such a limited clientele as
minors alone, especially with so few
repeal customers as Salvia divinorum has.

- Driving under the influence of Salvia
should be illegal. And while there are no
tests for the presence of Salvia divinorum
in the body, there should be legal penaltics
for having opened packages or other evi-
dence of use in cars, similar to those for
opened packages of alcobol in cars. Pack-
ages should be required to bear printed
warnings about the dangers of driving and
operating heavy equipment under its influ-
énce, much as many other pharmaceuticals
have, as well as warnings about the legal
penalties for driving under the influence.
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- Fortunately, there is an increasing abundance | -
of weslimonies about Salvia divinorgm onvin- {"Dream state™ 15 less scary than “hallucination,"
=1 ternet forums saving "Never agamn!” and de- but next time I would use the term "dissocia- | =
scribing frightening and unpleasant effects, five"), -

even extreme panic, These testimonies from
their own peers have more credibility to many
young people than the "preaching” of adults.
But the word has not reached many young
people, so packages should be required to
carry warnings about the potential for fright-
ening experiences. This would be more effec-
i tive al keeping curious young people from

i trving it than black market product with no

i
2)° 1also included. slightly edited but with the ™ || Il
California references intact, copies of this letter |

from a San Dicgo friend to CA committee mem-

|
i |
|

http:‘members.cox.net/sageseeds/sentab2 59 pdf

3) My response by email to Rep. Lim's snail-
mail:

warnings or information at all.

= Dther actions to curb ¢asual and imespon-
sible use of Salvia divinorum, short of placing
it in Schedule 1, have been taken in Oklahoma
and Tennessee. Oklahoma has banned the con-
centrated doses that produce the extreme ef-
fects, but permits the leaf to be sold inits
gentle natural form. Tennessee and Georgia
have hanned sale of the herb for human con-

Dear Rep. Lim,

Thank you for your reply to my letter about
Salvia divinorum. | am glad that we are on the
same side, with the same interest in protecting

the children.

Afier thinking about the issue more, | now be-
lieve that, rather than regulating Salvia divino-
rum like tobacco (as Maine 15 now doing) it

— e — L T o P —

might be more effective to regulate it like alco-
hol {hard liquor), with an age restriction over 21
and only licensed dealers.

The reasons 1 feel that this would be the most
effective solution is the following:

sumption, but permits the natural plant to be
grown for ormamental purposes. Other pos-
sible remedial actions could include making it
available by prescription only, or restricting
where it can be sold. (Currently, it is marketed
to any casual buyer of any age in novelty
shops, "head shops" which cater w recreation-
al drug users, pomn outlets -- even at gas sta-
tions!)

o el VTR AT T e e e e e o £ T

- Atotal prohibition of a drug results in the de-
velopment of a black market. Children are able
to get illegal drugs like marijuana now through
the black market, and that brings them into con-
tact with illegal channels and criminal elements,
which then often offer them other drugs as well,
Ironically, this may be the most important
reason why marijuana may serve as a "gateway
drug" to other illegal substances

S

- In my opinion, simple possession of Salia
divinorum by adults should not be banned.
| Adults ean and do use this herb in a respon-
sible, therapeutic, and non-hazardous way.
Salvia divinorum 18 not addictive, il 18 not

‘ | Zzgj?;:ﬁ.\:::z?l I:Eiuc: ;:;_:T.Iﬂ ;:‘iﬁtﬁh On the other hand, no black market has devel- !
| Chioraliand (ST tesd 1o eldasiire But oped for alcohol and tobacco, because minors |

alone represent too small a market. Minorsdo ¢ =
sometimes manage to get hold of aleohol and to- |
bacco, just as they do with illegal drugs. but

rather for exploration of the psyche. It.is, | be- |
|

-|

unlike illegal drugs, i

= ] lieve, not necessary 1o remove it from the
hands of responsible adults in order to protect
our children.
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this docs not bring them into contact with
2 hlack market, because there is no black
market for substances that are restricted
for minors only.

Thus, creating a universal prohibition can
actually be counterproductive as a way to
protect our children.

-As a teacher for 22 years, now back n
college for a masters degree in Sustainabil-
ity Education, [ have observed that minors
seem to obtain beer and wine (and man-
juana) fairly easily, but very few appear to
be consuming hard liquor. 1 believe that
that is related to the fact that, while beer
and wine are available at convenience
stores and a minor need only get a confed-
erate over 21 to purchase it, hard liquor is
more difficult to obtain, since it is only
available at licensed liquor stores. This
suggests to me that this is a more effeetive
means of controlling children's access.

- Of great concern to me is the fact that
there are irresponsible dealers on the inter-
net, as well as "head shops,” who are bla-
tantly and cynically promoting Salvia divi-
norum as a recreational drug. (However,
there are also vendors who are attempting
to be responsible.) 1 have been trving to
mentally craft a law that could stop the ir-
responsible advertising, but could come up
with nothing that would not be construed
as violating First Amendment rights.
However, restricting sales to licensed ven-
dors (perhaps responsible vendors of me-
dicinal herbs) has a precedent with alcohol
regulation and is not seen as violating First
Amendment nghts.

e g

e e T

Although this would seem to create more bu-

reaucracy. for the state, it would be less bur-
densome for the state than enforcement of a
total ban, while more effectively controlling

children's access,

- Enforcement of a compleie ban (including
the plant) would be difficult because the
plant is difficult to recognize (resembling
spearmint and basil) and has no characteris-
tie odor. Moreover, there is no need to ban
the natural plant, because in natural form it
does not lend iself to abuse; it is a gentle
anti-depressant that causes neither intoxica-
tion nor mental clouding.  Thus, the live
plant docs not appeal to voung people as a
way to get "high." The form of Salvia divi-
norum that 15 advertised for recreational use
is in artificially enhanced concentrations of
10 to 30 nimes the natural strength, which re-
quires sophisticated laboratory equipment
and skills.

There are no growing operations in the US
for commercial purposes, since the commer-
cial dealers import it from Mexico. Thus, a
toal ban that encompassed even the live
plants would not only be difficult and bur-
densome to enforce, but unnecessary.

Thus, for all these reasons, my conclusion is
that the most effective way to protect our
children would be to regulate Salvia divino-
rum in a way similar to the way that hard

liquor 15 regulated.
Thank you for your concemn for this matter!

Sincercly,

o N BT E
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Thé s sucn:amun of Irish 1 mwsmua can be
seen in'this story. Tailtin, the Imalﬁarﬁn

goddess, waﬁ“hkm Fir Bolg people, who -
were conguered and mostly d.tsph-ced hy the

_ Tuatha de Banaap (children-of Dana, a Euro-

pean fnundp.nnr_y goddess). Lugh was theson 4
of Ethnin, whose father was Balor, dread

- one-¢yed giant of the even earliér Fomomnan

people, a.;ed sired by Em.ubfﬂlc Tuatha.
g fostered away from his
‘grandsire's wrath, Lugh was accepted at the

court of the Tuatha king, Manannan (ds in .
the Isle of Magn) after dﬁmq,utmhng that'he/ |
was, the mnstxu.é'llﬂnl man-at nll the E:Im ;
s’lulls fighting; singing,  poetry, satire,
.'amﬁthmgj hlrpmg, mﬂgm, ﬂ.n.d..ﬁm: -:ra.fts

L .1--—"
-.-\_n-_,_-r THF—F_?_hr-h\_d_T'ﬁ_.r_f r
I s

-

La.ter, after a g:pent w::tup_r,r mth his Speir nf
Lught.}-ﬁ became king and declared the Tai_
I‘.luIImll G‘hﬁ:h in honor of his i'uail:r mnt]]tr |

~ Celebrate Lughnasaﬁilr by’ fmw: upon r.hn
ﬁ'ultﬂ of the season, :gurmg marrh for ].rm:r
unity, and tm:.rlf‘t:}ng in the solar firejor" . { -|
nmir.ﬂlm Earth those things ﬂmt must be ey |
E}"EIE for the good of all. Let tha guys stand

r |

up and be guys! And 16t the women adfnire’ i

f b {Hem £8r their,masculine power. Let there be i
" flirtation. and beer! Bread and butter, good | l
! meat, berries and song! Tell the old stories, e |
* 7 toast.the old gc-d! call their names ﬂ:;u.‘l H

'make“lhﬂn now! A.na renumh-nr. a hard fan 70|
A ls g-uul:l 16 ﬁnd' .

!|: b 7

| i (- A P S 1 L
RS, £ Sh&hnégmﬁdusy;mtﬁfw,;kﬂhdmﬁﬁgﬁnd f & R
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o~ U2 o “Ehnhas:ﬂmtlxba&hpuﬂmhﬁdmmghﬁmﬁrud iSa TR Nk g |
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Would you' mind “?Hlﬂg ﬂﬁf:m some &f o ;2 Nt t-.rer:.runt Wil gcltmg out of pﬁ}'ch:::lcf—
}!;}ur’badf;gmund ﬂﬂd}"'l"ljf’ﬂd! ﬂl?f"'h“r g .r"' ~ies what Fwas; tr;amendent :'umm:lmm 10 -

._xdﬂ'r'-‘r'? - SR r huljm'mmmam‘iﬁﬁ ﬁchmnhw:m_}{

=

P

= W e “he mamcﬁf.a commifment 1o pérsonal inner n_
: lgrcwqp'masm:llmrnmtjﬂ'ﬁfﬂhn}. 7 g B ExpLDmHMthWE"'A-. &
ri .' ton coast 1I'I lh'ﬂ lg'ﬁ‘ﬂ'ﬁ mml n. I'I'.I.El.'l_}" P i " ':l, Nm !ﬂ 13‘% ﬁﬂ“!ﬁ he mﬁ{ﬂﬂd‘ﬂ}fpngh_ :r -":
b evays lﬂ)‘i?”ﬂ life at the end of an immocent 0 £ these potent and magical mind medicimes. |
B 4 Em.Iexn:liediumhml and n't the H.mtnme 4, “lgﬂmmn.ﬂlﬁamnglm tike m Hlnl: ; I .
i hung out with all soris ol peaple, from egg- { “maore like pq.l.tling"rc-.rrmtn cmlulmn w S
Hia hnadsiﬁglﬁmtujmks. I was well on m e g |
i HE < 'way as an aspiring party animal to being ; - nary,, th .-'. u.."im:- gives us splntual 4 8
1 &¥ nf'l:h: local culwire mﬂd::luﬂ after guys I]_Iqﬁ" T4 i ke ..':- we neglect at ouf Pﬂ-}'ﬂm. s
(U1 Jamies Dean, with drinking and driving fast jﬁgu Al peCiRe & insights scem 50 haﬂs:t * |I
Al being favorite Pdsi':ml:%- Yerall the while » W +butn the F 1 i J
1t kbcpmg my gradesup. Tl of the dimes. it -.-m.m mxessanly i
LR LT e . e s6: il
1 "l'hmlmadmal?ﬁb-ﬁ?arltclcs in, Life w..f .1":1:':.'.. mmm,m
|y, azine on LSD and psychedeli Im';{dm n mphmﬁﬂm jm per spiritual ||
1 ;ﬂlﬁgwmrﬁﬂ 'hw;_mn d decided . Wm a.I ,mmm r}; i
|5 “that'tms mﬁ’*},ﬁg&fﬂr ¥ getting my -Bl!ddhu:l Text: "- the ea h‘i'
| l‘ﬂ"ﬂwnfihwﬂn li"aﬁ;hwi erdiiion - of yogis and other ag ved souls,, /||
f| - eoha 5 n L LA, q;m"
(]I 7 TE g ed aspway L
H ating aspir- - Jf -
}|_:__, e Vietng -"'.-%:.
!{; y In thos 4] mcftadmygelf“hui"l b
i L times, much Spirifual starch and. 56 of th Solg \;ﬁ iy alive: i 5
1 | ment and cxplorafionwere unduryay,'ﬁﬁl':’ . h th 1::51.? dTpay Sl Wekdtyn s §
LS _ﬂiﬂfﬂwaﬁﬁﬂlmlﬂpwﬂﬂﬂm i gm'nc*m ciate the value of taking limsc _ b
L iy ain't exactly clear” alloyied an “I-'FE"“ "“-'5 g _tln‘m_‘] and simple ceremnny I mmfﬁ:l. in wnh a :
IR < all good" attitude to prevail. However,a i group of young men practicing the macrobi= <7 ©
11 couple of imponant understandings came mtcr | atic dier, simple living, and kind of a psyche- |
;; : my/Our awaneness ]'lﬂ.ll}r".wx qu:uki'}’ & ~ delic monastic life. \We shared from texts.that. * :
o came our way through a networ k epitormized | b=
= |y 1 b-:l:u::mqrs. and the view mmpt._ﬁcd by Ny Or e FESBuriRs by i AR = fE
£ . thé political ﬁhﬁn "By any means peces- Perennial Philosophy by Aldous Huxley. - 1
= :E . !:531}".” =F, - g A¥ . . : . ] .
L‘
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* the place you came from, find yuur pmple,
anil prepare mu:th-:r ﬁ:ﬁh: Limes ahicad)" a i

, nnt—cﬁ.nl:n:: Hpmal}rplﬁ‘: l:qf nevertheless p-n-ﬂr

~erful i lnjqncunn which informed the :h-.:u d.n-

~ cades for me, Collepe days were over: .
"We're taking the Revolutionhomie." Living

ing community, the Great Experiment was
“underway At age 23 [ became a father, and.”
“-the subsequent 18 years were spent moréor
/ less asa@householder a.ud environmental aé-
tivist, and'pot and beer replaced the more
4 pnlenl.‘ miedicings of my pnor years ﬂf'mncr.
exploration. _Then; at around age 40, I re‘-

[Feehgaged Wyith m;* pmhu:luhn ToDts, usin

TS

B

T"“"‘?—"“‘c
E

| jbbservablyu
lack of interést.. The qwlhnds and shamamic,
Umehaﬂl Harsier clala and the - A

-
B

mu:u.Ieh

L ﬂucgl'atni Powerful
i sonal healing experiences happen within our |
- c-:renwnml circles. In'the 15 or so years -
' now thal our psychedelic sangha has béen
N mﬁ:ltng however, the same issues keep -
coming up: ;
b - Réceiving and then doing the hnme“nrk
¥ .+ _given tous by the Plant Teachers and ong
guides and higher selves 18 essential. ;
Keeping the powerful presence of the Sacred
Circle activated and alive within us requires
atlentian and intention.

00y
——— __“':_h -

|
|
b

On one LSD ]EII.I;'IIE::." whain: s'u’ﬂ aw_nlvﬁmﬁ" '
| receivedthesel finsinction: u:-ﬁliuhurn Qs 70 f

~closer tw thé land, léaming to suvive, builds

seful fiméfion) basically dueto h‘*‘ ""'

. :C“nmmmnunt I commuUnity supports each of”

F e

ﬂl‘hf.:ts to be wclmmnd home.

A Mﬂtﬂﬂg and unwise habits can behealed-.
T;-uuhu.smmm Ior:mmtlwnathcrs 1.

I =

Emn]msamu‘ﬂnd its corollary, forgiveness, is:

¥ :memﬂpqwﬁﬂmmmmneufﬂ.--:

o

o T rmmnd furllmr o ;.r:mr questions:

#

" ' When we ﬂcewe msmmm:m of 'immewml-:"

1.4 frobi the Plant Teachers, fmmﬂﬂ\‘l.‘l"l:l‘ﬂnbmrv- -y

_sonal sources or nllemd stntes. of conscious-
| - “ngss, Sometimes it is received cicaril:r and un-
| _ambigtously, other timés it i received sym-
. - - bolically'or metapharically.- Sometimes it

-1 maght be just intémal dialog and perhaps cvén
outsideanterference, like hearing the radio ‘on
- jour dental fillings. Sorting it outcan be @ bit

| 1‘,5 tricky, 50 the practice.is to d*;wlup discemn-

B -Z" m“- mﬂ'luutskﬁpmnsm -Wn]km the],pnéheh.--’
DMA, rarely LSD/ 1;ndﬁ1y 5 )“ b

nmtj;a'mtl ﬁ:nmg and doing .

| -Iﬁcgd ﬂﬂaﬁuﬂﬂl%ﬂﬂhﬁﬂ < nﬂmuhej’?shjiigfui ea I:e_i_:lrumu'm calls forg™ | f

{855 2 na #m&nlﬁdﬁw ‘Wan o ':'
n&:':#am | ;gk mﬁww

i | B oo -_'f . plaaof pesqnalcompassi

" E,ia ' bR utring g will

t11 S . ¥ 7, empowst ¢ chingdes which

|+ edhol fell away again, rio longer servifigany % tirely. One of olr prayers
I

Mo give us (,ﬂu: teachings and inSteuction f-::r

whitw] ch we are Tr:a.&}.r at this time.

S—

““Anold,

._;" 5 and nseful ciistom (thav-admitredly I don't
.~ Pnundmmiur Shamdnic Studm.hawheun
\ Fandper- o

Jﬁu}r;-. usé ﬁd.ﬂ: ﬂu:!rs] fstw‘fmﬂd"pmhm

_.l'l.

£ g fmm }ﬁh::mvur l!hh source, when we get good

inner adyice; it is incumbent upon 1s 1o act on
it as best we can, "enacting” this dialog in the
outer world. It's not really that difficult to rec-
ognize pood advice and guidance when we
hear it, but implementation, cutting Some new
tracks i our habitual ways of thinking and
acting, that is'the challenge and the real work
of bringing these transpersonal teachifgs into

* this dimension,

iy
-

po, :umtnng fura dajmr s0-before a;umay

- | us and creates a safe and'sacred spawlnrl : 8

-
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As mﬂuﬁ, s0 let it be
pb}"'l.-hl:di.“li. nm‘w:rm.nl. of ours, with : suchia
mlln{ufmﬂgﬂ and ideas turqumg of r
personality by lhc G- forces of powerful

' psyclmm;nc; tim to mcmu:m the metahis-~

sty who's wacked-oul-vision is-td-be propa-
gated info the parden of the emergent cul->
ture? Véry early on' 1 was mﬂpg:nc:d by

and nsed as a touchstone Aldous Huxleys

mthwl Huw mﬂ'.us 4

.'."

A

toric flux we are all swi mmmg’lm Wl'lﬂ i,

book Thie Perennial Philosophy. This is one™

place whete 1 havié found sbiething resein-

- bling "standards" ﬂfiumemltspmrual"ez-

4 lha medi pmh iﬁ:lﬁa I.Ilh‘ljl' chal
Icugmg of "bad"” trip, and so laft off with Ijr

. bad wte intieirmouth. To thosé folks

~wolld exténd andinvitation 16 siep bacicin: %
some time, with pmper,ﬂet and setting,.and * |

theck in from most interesting pci'spcchm
| have a saying that ayahuaséa and some cli'

tesg other powerful plant medicines i'and G
'~ dop't want toexclude LSD \w] and

. MDMA here): “Can make a Christian a
HBetteriChristian, A Buddhist a beter Bud-
dhist, and an atheist 2 better atheist.”  More
and more reports come back now about
beneficial use of these medicings as an oc-
casional adjunct to meditation and other
practices; and of course viee versa. The
future is ripé for complementary use of per-
sonal practices and therapies.

. o N

5”

;‘: and our dircles o fi ﬂﬁmﬂanﬁr

% wﬂr&nﬁs in mﬁﬂnmwﬂ*‘ﬁﬂnmg from
L our Western 5tjt]c cdlmrc.,m:s quasaagt’

."'T-- -:-::-unml of elders within the m-:mnumt;.r o

.-'"-..

T

" “and E.p‘ra}l'?:r added recently to our ceremo- iy &
«mies is: "May we \w0] become elders worth -.;

/a0 or sinilar view of them aunhmyﬁr&

o N R 1
e e T -_H_! = J%

S0 whl:r.rmghl. thesc h:lp["ul sﬁnnt. guides
andmﬁea' enfities be? We can take a Jung- f

My.nwn u:xpgrtmpe and study Suggests that
there-are many; helpful gls::ammle Spirits - J’E
ﬂmd no small number of less-than-helpful = 7 1=
h;ngﬂﬁ-gn]n, '.l.hn n’inl:e themse]‘r'.res dvail-" S
,“ableto our Erﬁmm;:u anid $piritual guid- ~ 1 10
- a.n.-m: through uur mmtﬂlt-un ds subject to ' - 1tR
theumvers;u} law of free ﬁ,ﬂl My under- '
:mmdm,g 15 that whl:.'n wie Invite them into
- ‘our lives and em'.rgetlc field, they use oar® <~
Antention to work with us mun..at'fmmcly g
M'm:.' are the stories-of angels. and-other in-
< lerdiffiensional helpers coming 1o the _ I
fﬁcudiﬁihiddnn. and in thenick of time. ~ 7
‘. But wher we ¢onsciously dsk for their I8
~ hélp, and concumeéntly put a permeable’ |
field of protective light around durselves i 8
undue infln- 18
hﬂ"ﬁ? invited in a huﬁﬂfhc]pfnl, . ': |
Abd weémike a oinCoi thanking + /|
E,:F ngtmcrmﬁ shar-"

ﬂn:&g‘ 1;’6

,;;a.,q

- for young peaple ent-eﬁn.g aiu]lhtmd, and a *

cultwatﬂmdum ami pass it along. We i
haw a lcmg wajrf, to go in both categories, . |1 ©

respecting.” 1 4m encotraged by the'con- 7 1]
vocation of the Council of lndigenous 8
Girandmothets, also knowmas the 13 ]
Grandmothers, whaare coalescing and re- i
newing an ancient wisdom tradition; éxcept
now at a planetary scale. Three@f thiem.
coincidentally represent the rﬁm:lln:m: tradi-
tions of peyote; ayahuasca, and lbnga You
gﬂ Gmndmmhcrs'




_ E In nur'm-e:qi::'uj_m c'm‘:ieg, as we begin ta 7 One nole, huwew:r, ig that we have ngrf.ai that -
i a_‘:' come down for'a landing, [ like to remingd: - newperson in our circle neéds to be ® Spon= |
i folks that wee areengagéd in a pnwm'ﬁ.tlly “sored” by a community member, who more or* |
> f transformative process, whl::]:.n;:umlly = Ii:ﬁm:mm herhim through a céremany, and.
;-Hli' © O existe u-umdr, tinie .'mn:l Space,- I:El.':{li.i.l'ﬁ,gmg__ . with whom thm‘,r: 1% an-agm:mc:nt 10 be avail-"
T nurse]ves tc ﬂ:a:,' mnlmad in l.'l:l,ls.eiﬂml R a able if thinps mlgl:l geta bul weird. And somig- _
| :": space, whichis so munh more thanas < leﬂ'W:ﬁdﬂE&Ehﬂp;Fﬂh. and is a-est for the g ot
i "soon-to-be memory,’ Imwwe[ pleasant 1 | grnup mind as-well as.individual mspunslblhty' ;
| encourage folks g;‘nmrgmu.nll;.r to remain‘tn " when it docs. Thiere ire times when a person's I
I' the presént tense with their language,as (| processing requires that they leave the ceremos |
ot best 'l'hE}' can, which can be an Lmaregtmg '+ mial circle for some more pne-on-one interac- [
. :I:' Exercise m.llsclf The sacred space we [1(# ~tion, and it is important that the focus of the .~
Ik « - Vcredle is ours as aliving referefice point.” 1 gmﬁp and our intentions not be completely dis- ¥
b like Andrew \'n_’t:il's_f:}nhg.]ul'ic-ﬂ.lhat these . | tracted;” Holding spacé, attention and intention, |
,!' methcines don’t necessarily r.un.': wha.: ails I 151 important and is t:vcr} one's Tl:.':.-l]ﬂnﬁ]h] lity. . [
:.I - us, but it'does give us the experience of All kinds af:ea_-l;hlng, individual and shared, .
i Irnl:rwmg what being !hmih:::-l and whole f'-.‘fcls happens i in thic classroom of Sacred Space. But J.
. Tikeyas 4 point of reference. Th1s is gl:l-nd . thank Spmt that we have brought it Together ag |
| 4 ‘medicine m Llsr:ll' f,, ' ! wchumw:th whnt; call smnmul common
i f!:.nns:, res Iy I:mngi‘n elefments from di=- 0 1 ©
| :E{ ¥ “Fot llu:]hsl dwagie m:l q.fhul:r‘.,ﬂnnc _I n:;r.:n— m.';lsg mﬂ,mﬂ! into our ﬁi s;nr.:#e!m Fqliﬂsf ) :
ey, E“E*d’“’“h the ““:‘f@ pal,ﬁ;{qft:rﬂkmg : rnfrcmwrﬂmj«thﬂ-ﬂrds 'flt.-'ll asafcanﬂ v A8
.. | 3 T almipst lﬂ'ﬁﬂt}.rjgmn ﬂ f-]'ﬂlda P 2 E.'I.'Tl'.ﬂﬁ lm:g [Di"ﬂl'k .gmlall .-"”'r _ﬁ,:
! IE— ;. mﬁwld wﬂ&h : !'Tl]a\‘é f Wwﬁ‘ml lﬁm{ i
I | ry X %ﬂﬂ B‘fﬁﬁ ' i :'- ﬂ JﬂMﬁﬂJﬂWﬁM'ﬁﬁ ‘-r’ij f
|1 sundha o tse the-Budhist tern f”f’""’ ﬂmh.il adult i ulfu;fhiwp |
| b7 communityis a bedutisll and: wer-"ﬁfi“*'.:‘“ recalf now) /1 have beert Fil
Al i ,,.'it"i‘éw' %HH iy, a spiritual cor q_' el B
|+ timesof gathering for cereniony and cel-© aﬂh ]:_@'bm 1 have heldt by Al &
Hi-" - cbration, Tn.our case, lhq&gﬂ'l,;fcdunut 8. o mmn.mﬂcnmiﬂ th'l;umw:ﬁfwuld. Tt} ;::E :
1 pa.m::uiﬂr'l}r operate as a mmmumt}hin ,- 1 | « feels so guud’mbe'\ulﬂl um'ﬁs “tribe”™ and g f ’
| ke, * wrms of living togéther, shared right liv Ihr_g-'e*-hn it; w];en that is happening. This :,-q-,m il &
| ~hood, ete., unlikethe communial f:-:pm— 0 Tplan Drl's'pl:l'ldlng some'time if Miapia, the - &
30 ences ﬂfyﬁtmyw'miﬂe'sphimé!.mrmnu- By . Sanio Daime community in the Brazilian |
| nities that have grown tp around particular 1_-'"LI‘I‘HIED'“, to soak myselfinto that extraordinary = [}
\ . spiritual paths onteachers. It's more difficult + 7 medicme community. T will report back what i
! in'some ways to keep that communal'spirit |~ my impressions are after [ return, if I return! | Y
v charged within our community,but it also = = | am at Stage of my life now where I'am ready to :
lessens the pressure-cooker effect of close - follow my vision where it will lead me, and e
£ quarters and day-to-day interpersonal ten- when we do this the Universe has away of i 21
I:;r" sions. Our ceremonics actually shstain and taking us by the hand. .1 am excited about the j___!
ki Ii define our community, making it all the opportunities | might find (or.might find e} 1o |
;; mi:r_rc important to ask for and do spinitual be of service and deepen my inner work along E

"homework” in the times between our gath-
etings, When'we come together, it 1s-really.
a homeécoming, and one in which new
friends arewelcome.

the way. The law of free will has ivthat when
wie give ours 1o the work of the Holy Sparit, -
taining our intelligénce and discernment as
usefit] tools, we will indeed be provided with

DA
AT, S ke o q |
= &
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-aigns along the wiy of this ha

the work for which we are ready and qualiy
- fied, withion- I|3|E'-_'|-|'_'lh training ds requt;adl

ing are

*-.ynchmmc:li:m_r I:lrge am:l ;-:m:llt Look t-::lr |

. ,Eiul 5 ot P I-

4 1 r- ¥
" 5 e ey

I'n:nr -:ru,u' nmﬂy .ufdmn-ms nnd lhmrp‘m

- ment are a-huge issi, staggct‘mgi:."iﬂ Thr

| dominant culfure tries 1o suppre:ss some, subf
‘stitulé some, nm:h:hrcmnswch o others,

- and fries 1 present some of them as virtues! -

Addiction is-at thé heart of our Mumén Lund1-
tion, and hplrlluiﬂl practices arc all about cop=
fronting the mnn]-:pvs on our backs. Emo-
tional misplacement and broken trust arc at
the heart of it Our broken hearts, véarning
for love and peace, need the complementary
medicine of deep insight, the power af will~
Ingness, transpersonil and community sup-
port, and forgivencss to be héaled. Thisvery
tall order and complex-prescription is none-
thieless egsential 1Fwe afe (o heal oursélves
and the planct. Plant medicines like iboga
and ayahuasca offer remarkable efficacy,
when'used with spintual purpose, set and sci-
ting, and good medical and nutritional sup-
PO

.'l.

f!.ddlttmn fis a diséase, 48 a mlrlmal dls.::am
m!rj:::tmn as,.a origis.of personality is a spic-
ttual Ens.rs Addiction as a rul too deep to

elimb our af may'be treated with a psyche-2 9
dﬂlm -:la.Jplh charge, but that' €an be ohly m‘t il
uI' Ih:: tredtment, How we tréat olsel '
I':umans is aLs-e:r at e corg of how w.empn?- = o

Ticnce uursl:lw:h n this fucked- up'fwurfd

4 “Whio we a.ﬁsnmnﬁ: wrﬂf each breath inand

“out, what we eat are also part of the medi-
cine; we nced 1o treat ourselves right. Med-
ifation weaches ug that discursive thought is
maybe the battom-ling addiction of all. Per-
haps rather than our psual way of positing
things as cither/or; we might f_rld £00d re-
sults from meditation plus medication (and
yvou knnow what I'm referring to here). The
self-talk of wictimhood {and an all-too-
accommbdating social jungle) takes'our
power away, The peyote way has had
better effect in Native American commuini=
ties than the famed 12 Step program be-
causc it 1s culturally connceted; and because
the medicine canm give us that view of'iour-
s¢lyves as heéaled and whole as a refiegrence
peint, rather thap being a perennially suffer-
ing smmer addiet.
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coyrse will haye. tu‘wmk,iﬁm.gﬂnqqgh e’

when onie tunsldm Einm:éu tical moﬂrj
of m.-dm!}é after all).. What is really uﬁp;:ltﬂ
1o (by the mainstreant) u:thgﬁﬂﬂmlr}r g

f h‘nnsptrﬂnm!’muf ul?hgl!ucuugmm but we -

‘can Jeam a Iﬁi’frmn dultures where thesg plant "
medicines are etbedded in the ml.lu:;e’ilsle
# partof essential rites of passage; healing <0

! f-' ‘ceremonies; efc. ‘Tiny Leary really was nn,tu
|t “somiething fm:th his pmmr'nro,tk, Bc;.rralas'

Now 1t ik M1p1‘: time to pick this remumh up.

- mostly addicts. LN ,J
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. "The Summer of Love never really happened. In- 15 : el e 18 |
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¢ vented by the fevered imaginations of writers for
 weekly news magazines, the phrase entered the

i public vocabulary with the impact of a sledgeham-
. ‘mer, glibly encompassing a social movement

| sweeping the youth of the world, hitting the target
. with the pinpoint accuracy of a shotgun blast.” -

¢ Joel Selvin, Summer of Love (1994)

I
1 . It's a warm, late spring afternoon. You meandér

| along the street, past familiar neighborhood stores
i | and equally familiar, usually smiling faces. You

| | smile back to some, chat with others. You haven't
| decided which party to go to tonight. With

' ¢ summer exploding, more and more are happening
| all over the City.

i

I
].

|

| | Here in the Haight you can always count on
© making your connections for right-on records or
- rags, mind-blowing potions and philosophies. You'
dig what's happening in the scene with its realiza-
|| tion of no boundaries and abundant love, all
. coming together, There's electricity in the airas
you turn off at Ashbury to see what the haps are
| with the folks at the old Vietorian at 710,
| -Nobody's home, but from the sweet herbaceous
¢ smell inthe air, you know you're on the right
]! . track.

Now isalways a state of mind in the Haight. Since
it's just a little after four, you decide to mingle in
|| the afternoon tribal rituals down in the Park.
There's inevitably drumming in the distance,
. _smoke going around, brothers and sisters on the
|+ road arriving and leaving. Somebody says there's a
4 far-out house party in the works across the Pan-
handle in the huge pad at 2400 Fulton. You've dug
¢ the gigs that the kids that live there have played
i and word is out that they'll break out their latest

Somebody in the circle says how the media got it

all wrong again about that big ¢vent in the Park *

earlier this year. When they finally pick up on
something really happening all they see is kids on

dope! You're grooving on the thythm of voiges, the |

beat of the drums, someone's tape, and the rush of

feeling free and connected at the same time. This is

love, the ultimate trip. And the media, well..,

And then you instantly flash back to that state you
entered two years ago. Your friends Dave and

Sulyn had brought yvou vour first hit on a Thursday -

might. "It's now or never, Willy baby!' What a
whole new experience the job was the next day-
-and.all the days following that! Your sensations,

your thought processes, yOur Consciousness, your
total life altered forever in a few hours,

Was that 1967 or 19977 For me--with the excep- |

tion of a few details—it could be either. How soon

you detected that we were in the Haight of almost
thirty years ago might reflect either that you were

there, too, or that you are a student of recent Amer-

ican pop culture. When I reflect on the 'summers of |

love’ | see the commonalities, the ties that bind, be-

tween the "psychedelic dance culture’ in the City of |

the 60s and the City of the 90s. In the summer of |

1967 I was 29 and music was--and still is--central
to my life. It is the transcendent sacrament of my
spirit, the hecaling medicine for my soul, the rhyth-

mic rites of passage in my life. The people who !

make it--singers, instrumentalists, and those com-
poser-performer DJs who create at their tables--are
my urban shamans.

|!

recording tonight.
!
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| And San Francisco has always had world-class

| musicians to put on world-class parties. Jefferson

I Airplane for awhile had parties at their huge

i Fulton digs. Grateful Dead were frequently in on

. Ashbury. Not far away were Big Brother & the

| Holding Company (with Janis Joplin), Quicksilver

Messenger Service, Country Joe & the Fish, the

Charlatans, Moby Grape, Sopwith Camel, Great

\ Society, Steve Miller (Blues) Band--the list was

' long and rich then as now. But/l won't even at-
tempt o make a similar list, for these ‘electnc

| gamelans' (to use Joel Selvin's term) of the Y0s are

in the pages of this publication each month.

' For me what happened in the sixties was the be-

| ginning of a new but also the contmuation of a

¢ wvery ancient social and spiritual paradigm. Chet

" Helms' Avalon Ballroom where friends and family
- mean. Unlike traditional venues with their audito-
| rium seating and cordoned-off stage there was no

| distance between performers and partyers, just like
| dancers and DJs at most of today's parties. The ly-

sergic light shows, creative clothing and bold body

art, ecstatic and idiosyneratic dancing were the

| prototypes for much of wday?s scene, and we

were the pioneers. The origins and models were as

" wide ranging for rock as they have been for rave-

| -and they took some time to enter the larger cul-

' ture. Now many of you have seen me at parties.

(Some of yvou even think I'm Cap'n Crunch!) Per-

E' haps you don't realize that there were few elders

"1 | and farless diversity in all ways at the parties and

t-shows [ went toin the fifties, sixties and seventies.

. “danced and tranced was @ prime example of what 1

Within a year of that summer some of the same
people in the Haight held a public funeral, an-
nouncing "The Death of Hippie." The monster that
the media had made of "hippie’ would have delight-
ed Dr. Frankenstein. But the vibe wasn't dead, even

though the spectre of speed and speed freaks filled |

both the popular imagination and the clinics.

The true’ summers of love are still alive and with

us--seasons of growth and abundance--within cach
one of us alone, and also for all of us together. To ||

me¢, the following quote best expresses this power
ol music. It's been around me so long [ don't know
when or where ‘he said it:

"Part of music’s primary function has always been

to get people to celebrate or to produce changes of

ponsciousness, That?s what music is about. Tt

changes your mood; 1t produces the heroic back-
ground music for your life." - Jerry Garcia

(From 1960 (0 1995, Will Penna was a public high

school department chair and feacher of English and

English as a Second Language. He counts his first
and subsequent psychedelic/entheogenic experi-
ences as encounters with great mystery teachers.

Many of those meetings ook place in and around

the Haight and in Santa Cruz. After those 35 years |

he i is now a full-time student again, living in the
; small town of Sopoma. )
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A DRUM T'LL. NEVER [NEND

“What rocks my world is driving a country road, topping a hill, and
having reality reveal itself in gruesomeness and/or grace: That
makes me go, AAhhhhhhh. Trudging along, éves down, finding a
child=s wrist watch crushed into the gravel of a parking lot stops me
hot (not cald). And ... SNAP .. . I have that image in my mind
forever even if my camera is at home. So many stories it will tell
me while the rest of the world is glued to the tube.”

-Chaffyn Lovejoy
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A DRUmM 1" NEVER [NEND
by Chaffyn Lovejoy

Gave up, locked up, gone home.

Political deconstruction of the domestic oil in-
dustry coupled with Walmartization drove the
d.aggnf into the heart of small town North

Texas. Decades of drought did its part as well.

The wheat, hay, and cotton farmers along with
cattle ranchers struggle on, maintaining acréage
family-owned for 150-plus years in some cases.

Town folk, those who don’t work the Tocal gro-

| cery orgas station or bacon plant, commute
\ sixty or fifty miles one-way to jobs. But they

won't be uprooted,

These towns are small. Maybe four to eight
hundred people counting all outlying farmers
and ranchers, goats and dogs. Some one hun-
dred households. This makes for model citi-

| zens. You can’t break wind without everyone
| knowing and commenting on it. Front doors

are unlocked. ‘Keys dangle in ignition switches

| awaiting their drivers. Children play cut of
| doors and speak 1o strangers. Folks apologize

right up front if a smile is missing from their
face: “Sorry about my grump. That gall demed
two hundred thousand dollar tractor the bank
owns broke down this mornin’ and fixin® it's
gonna cost me the payment.”

As for religion, you're either a good Baptist or
one of them Methodists. The Methodists park
their'cars and trucks in front of the hiquor store;
Baptists park in back.

Paolitics. There are two tribes in these small
towns. Some of the people have no earthly idea
whats going on out beyond the wheat fields:
The other group is extremely opinionated,
They are a surprise. While your chances, if
you 'ne cussing and discussing politics, are good
you'll'uncover an angry, diehard Buoshite,

TR O 1 R e, O et .

e, e O R T ; ]

the majority are leave us alone libertarians
quite willing to join in damning the powers that
be.

Part of that condemnation still focuses upon the
misguided politics which destroyed the true
wealth of this region, the oil industry. Were not
talking here of Exxon and her six sisters. We're
talking ** mom and pop” oil and natural gas
wildcatters,

A-wildcatter 1s a positive thinking fellow who
says, -Well, back in *58 Humble Oil bypassed
this field over here. [ wonder if their geologists
were dumb. Think I'1l give it a shot.”

These entrepreneurs drilled wells where others
dared not tread. Nipe of ten were dry holes.
But the ten percent which hit oil made these
small North Texas burgs into boomtowns. Sure,
millionaires were made. But all boats rose with
the tide.

Everyone had a job, a good job. Even at the
bottom rung the somefimes hard drinking, fist

swinging roughnecks who manhandled the
mighty equipment lived solid middle class lives
with their families.

Ta put the importance of this North Texas econ-
omy on the map, note this: My father was
among a small group of men who met early
each Wednesday morning at a small café in
Burkbumnett, Texas. Ower coffee and cigaretics
these men set the world price of oil.

Then OPEC picked up a big stick. An artifi-
cially manipulated gasoline shortage drove
America berserk. So Congress reacted inge-
niously by instituting a windfall profits tax and
a bevy of regulations to punish the domestic oil
. industry, the most visible target though not the
perpetrator. Accountants were tied up with pa-
' perwork for months at a time,
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~ Mbgnificent fines were levied against your

next door neighbor. The big oil companies

_ ghlggled for the disruption drove the domes-
tic oil and gas independents, wilmse very in-
dependence and success strongly held the
major oil companies in check, off the play-
ing field and set the stage for every mess we

- hﬂW'EﬂjD}’iﬂtﬁ'ﬂﬂtiﬂnﬂ"}’. Fu]Euwtha

money.

In their graveyards dnlhng rigs tumed rust.

then dust. Marginally producing wells were
capped off, forgotten, Oilfield supply com-
-panies wentout of business. Everyone from

* accountant to roughneck went begging for

minimum wagé jobs, The new nich million-

_ aires Fled tor banlcruptcy, fﬂrmey were.

{)Ir.llumchf Harrold, and Pump‘lﬂn C:ntcr
continue to wither, the towns® children
growing up and lal-:i_ng logical steps w Else-
where. Quanah, the last home of the great
Indian chief, is now but a blink of the eye at
highway speeds as you pass through.
Doan's Crossing which hugs the Red River

and in.older times was the thiving jumping -

uﬁ‘plai:e before cattle drives entered into”
“injin’ territory, is but a moment on a curve

© on a farm road barely traveled. And then

there is Electra.

== m_lu B L

.._4.?'-‘"“ and Miles of Texas. oo B2V E S
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FElectra is uwnad’h}r the %ggungr fa.mﬂ:.r
Electra, not to mention land in counties to.
all points of the compass, lies within the.

fences of the Waggoner ranch. On the ranch’

is the last bastion of the independent oil in-
dustry of Morth Texas with thousands of

tiny, sissie, tay-like pumping units sucking
“out petroleum drop by dm_p. It adds up. ™
You may never have heard of Electra, but -

you may remember the Buick Electra,
named as was the town after old man
Waggoner's favorite daughter.

The Wuggu-ner stripper well operation kaeps

a handful of people busy day and night, but

- Electra’s semi-success at maintaining iself
+ a5 a viable town has more to do with its
proximity to Wichita Falls, a small city once
the tenth richest per capita place in the
world which survived the downfall of the
oilmen by attracting gobs of new industry

lured by gencrous tax breaks and a non- |

union work force willing to do anything to
put food on the table and send the kids to
college.

These photographs were shot in and around
Electra.
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CHAFFUN’S BID

Chaffyn, according to intimates, devotes twenty-three per-
cent of his life to the study of the mystery that is fungus.
When asked by The Invisible College to comment, Chaffyn

began laughin=:

‘I'm low down and dirty, Momma. Baby, 1 got low down,
dirty ways."

“l am a dangerous man. | take my music loud, my graphics
lewd, my reading material nearly incomprehensible; and [
truly doubt that folks take enough of their drug of so-called
choice. They chip at it. They dabble. They lick around the
edges. Come'on folks. Git down. Eat it up. Let's see how
close we can get to lethal dose for gawd sake. Let's find
out what this molecule can do. Let's cream in our jeans,
test out our ser¢ams. Such panty waste you are. Come on.
Follow me. I'll go first, sillys. Tell you what: Lay out that
maximum dose you dare take and I'll take twice as much --
just so you'll see it don't hurt, much.”

In his spare time Chaffyn collects silk, ltalian neckties.
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l Animalia Chordata Reptilia Squamata Serpentes
] Invoke Theel!! Colubridae Elapidae Vipendae
J gwe e your wisdom! Dphion, Ningishzida, Ne-
i 7 chushtan, Nebhkhaw, Asclepius, Muchalinda, and

= | IAO...! Be wifli us here: Breath-taker, paralyzer,
i gIver -nt scanng pans.. Lightning strikér, ever-

& gazer, re-birther, and I:u.:'alcr be¢ now manifest. ..

i/ The serpent, feared in dominant western culture
" since the overthrow of tnbal wisdom, would
appedr to also have a much brighter side in his-

F tory. For many, it not only did not-strike fear i into
o lhur hearts, but-t filled them with awe, wonder,

| and perhaps even a sense of pending transcen-

't dence. Though I make no-arguments that in

| many cultures there was of coirse ai honest ré-"
J spect for the danger of the serpent, I'will-say that
L thie equally dominant early motif seems to be.one
\ of admiration, respect, and awe for the biological
L genus Serpentcs. In fact, Iwcnﬂdgumfﬂrasm
/say that, lo‘me, it appears as if perhaps the srlake,

‘||| as much as the mushroom, Cagnabis; or ather -

wegetative tLac.I'L;rs may be responsible for

||| bringing the light of gnosis to humanity: Thiq

| series of articles wilkattempt to build upon
m}rthg starting in' anciént Sitmer, wmdmg

| " throgh the Sarly Hebrews, Egypt, Greece, m‘rl:l."
[' Rhmct and finally sctiling wrthm the carly Gnos-
e n;e?rhs hqtam being plnwed und&r into nhs-:u?’
rity. Fl,mm there we will fast forwardo currens
||. research and personal accounts whichwould ©_ -
1 seem to heavily support the idéa’ that the Serpent,
lk whtile potentially d:adlyi I]]ﬂ-' be one of the

L

o

-g_rentesl allies thmnn kmd I'm_v. e*.;ef knﬁwn

1 Ha-!'are_geltmg lu:r:} f:n‘ it the umr.:Ic I must tﬂ]r
ke reader that |'intend on tr:nng to usc.many of
| the precepts of e-prime herein. 1 do this to :wmd'
7 mﬂndmg‘ like a fool as, fo be hm:uﬁut Ireally -~ (-
1 don’t-claim to “know™ anything. 1've found alot'
Cofodd coi ncldmces and what'l cuns.lder 0o be
fpmﬂ::und mclatlnns, but there are of course
- missing picces. | In fact, we may rever know to
-'f'# what extent otr ancestors lived in a symbiotic re-
lationship with the serpent; much less know ifor.
' how often venom was used for entheogenic pur-
ptgm:h There seems to be strong l:"."ldl.?ﬂ':'l: how-
:J'j ever that points toward the sérpent being revered
|

© as abringer of health and illumination. -
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' 'snaku.,gud Ningishzida cumpcllmglf had multmls: i

- which may make one w::lqdl:{ at who orwhat this |} -
 deity represented. To start with he was very closely ].| ;

| equivalentof a Eumtannn Jesus{or D&trnﬂﬂmnym&
o lhusn who pr:l't:r the-other dying and Tebom’ veg- 1

From Ancient Sumeria:
“Lord, your mouth is that of a pure magician, lord |
Ninjiczida...! Ninjiczida, your mouth 1s thatofa |
puire magician, Jord Ninjiczidas ...! Ninjiczida;™ |
when'vou ..., who caf find'out yvour intentions?
Your holy word is knowp-to them that know it, but
is unkriown 1o them thatdo not know it. To them .
that do not Knlw it tex them that do-not know ey
Ninjiczida, to them thatdo not know it. ... When
your great word comes 0 the earth, vou are indeed I
. i
From The Electronic Text Corpus of Sumerian Lit-
erature .«
Onit of the eradle of Civilization;-¢arly Sumer, arose
the multiple legends of animal deities. Among these
' ar¢ found pn:ﬂ]ﬂgs many precursors to our familiar
Blhle&nun including the tale of a wise. snake 21, ©
deity in a garden. Far from the feared Tiamet, Le- ;'
‘viathan, Fython, or even “Nachash™ (the Hebrew. " -
E{nal:-e on the Tree of Knowlédge 'of Good and Evil) | :_.
our deity of note, Ningishzida, seéms a virtual'op= |
- posite to the Titanic forces uf’Ehausﬂpmsemm hy o
- the most well Mimm of ancient wrpr:nt.sm Thig-"

s —

facels that were, nddﬁ.f-anqugn pruﬂgnlyjbhnw{:p- :

lent and oftentimes m:::m.d to be-forerunnerso |
many more well Known stories found in other c:uL |
L. r r‘l ‘HI'GS.

.|"

Flrtt Tet it be- Im:.:lwn :hnt a]l;hnugh II'IH'E is mm&a:- E :

gament,as to'the “tmr:" h?ﬂmla.'l.'imt, one particular
tr;mslauan of this deities name is "I_.-l:rrl:[,l:rf the Tree .g :
i

e

uﬂ'l‘tr,nh 3 "i'i{hnluh this name aanc can imply the
notion of 4 secret knowledge confained therein, |

M
* theré are several more curious facets to this deity | i

associated with Dumuzi (ak.a, Tammuz) whooae- | -
cording to those who look-4t syncretism, was the || |

l

1

etation deitiesy. Tn fIll;‘t nm~nn1;.r dnesﬂujgtshzlda .-'_.—J'

make appearances as the associate and gompanion. | t?'

of Dumuzi but oproccasion even appears to be him. ?‘""

In/these stories we find some which place Ningish- ||

zida at the gates of the Sumerian Heavend (Anu's
realm) as a gatekeeper and guide while other stories

e T e i |
e |




' as one who goes to the underworld and returns.
}, Still other accounts place him (along with
Dumuzi) 8s a bringer of a rejected etemal life to
'L humanity. In‘addition, Ningishzida served as a
E I:In:m- of magic and of medicing.
-I I short, though he was Tf:ll..rrr:d 10 a5 :dmnb and
‘ fierce on oceasion, his assobiations always seem
to reference him as a bringer of profound life
- changes and potentially eternal life. As for his
[ place in Sumerian colture, far from being justa.
I minor tnibal-deity e appears to have been the
i patron deity of King Gudes of, Lagash {One of
J the largest and most important cities at the time).
Strangely Lhuugh in modern.representations of .
l. Sumerian myﬁl he is often 4 side note or ymrel’:,f
" forgotten, Perhaps, as with many things, his wor-
L ship and associations were mﬂ'l'ﬂlj-' washed am}r
| F’wuh lime nnd sand. However as we move for-
J ward through thic storiés of other Néar East Gill-
: i tures we nmymltdnntedﬁtnn&anly was ;
[ Ningishizida considefed o bed g:}d" of Medicing
J:ll[ one of his mprmmrmm apguars l,n-h-anri':
lﬂ::f the first dﬂpmuum of the serpent. entwined
. |'. stafl most ofien-called the Caduceus. As.we wll'! -
| | s00n see this s:.-'mbcrl seemsto arise swemfmnes

H mﬁgh the serpent m:,rlh:m'ms ﬂn-: M-:dur.m,—e’
E';:l nr.‘,;i.ni'ugmn. : 4 g +'6

:' ||. Before Ieavmg the S'amenau urdidoe more

—

| cn;ltempnmrypustmﬁ let us consider one ﬁmjﬂr 4

F mmﬂvhal odd, story but of Sl.unman 11lmmml
| present it a5 a form nf‘bahnm a8 in reﬁllt:,r most |
f fr of the Sumerian fiferanire does present the ser-
| pentin a baleful Tight. The fﬂ]!ﬂ“ﬂﬂg is an By L

; :erpt jmm the “Epic of ﬁalgummb J fo

ol

LTitanﬂpﬁhtlm spﬁke o E]lgtrmesh suymg

.: 'G;Iga.tnesh you came here. cxhnmtnd and worn
ui.lL What cand E.IW.' }rl:ru 50 ¥ou canretun to '

—-."i]. your land? | will dls-:ime to Yol a thing that is

X : i plang...

hidden, Gilgamesh, a_.. 1 will tell you. Thercisa
Tike g boxthorn, whose thams will prick

+ yaur hand like a rose. If your hands reach that
‘L plant ¥ yuu Wwill become & young man agum

"-'1—t'r'
|

|

= |

. N casmg,. At that point Gi g::mesh sal duwm |
"-"Fh.-]'llhll'. h:s tears str-:mmg uv:;r ,Il‘lt aidna 1:-I' ". -

.'i

Hearing this, Gilgamesh opened a condmy')y |
(1o the' Apsu) and attached héavy stones to his |
fect. They dragged him down, fo the Apsu they
pulled him. He'took the plant, though it pricked
his hand, and eut the heavy stones fromvhis
fect; letting the wavies(?) throw him-onto fis 1] -
shores. Gilgamesh spoke to Urshanabi, the |

ryman, mymg

"Urshanaht‘ this plant i5 a plant against I
decay(!) by which 2 man can atiain his sur- |
vival(! ). I will brng it to Uruk-Haven,and 4
have an.old man eat the plant to test it. The ©|

“ plant’s name is The Old Man Becomes a |
'ﬁ:rung Har;.'" Then Lwill eat it and retumn o |

i = the condition of my youth." (i

! Atmm:;Er

?emg‘g spring and how cool its walers werc, 1
ilgamesh went down and was bathing in the -
witer. A snake smelled the ffigmnm of the

- plantssilently came up :md carried off the il
|

plan!' While guhg back {lL slﬂughqi—nﬂ' s

. ,Im nusn

e

_..-' -‘.

Thumhun th&sm‘[:'ncailw smr;.rrm simmr

ﬂf immortafity '!-usrcnm.bmnd with reference'fo, E =

- the serpents apparent rebirthing dunng ashed
prucem,‘i:uuld we nutal:.ﬂ mr.pgmzc it ;sﬂm -~
s:erp&nt earrying Within it thesecretto | ourown 4

‘youth? As we traverse the ycars and I:Illlil.l.["l:sf_..rl '
we shall explore this idea further but for now 4
et me Imd :-mu with this little tidbit blog link | i

rE-r thought: iy Hun:,-rur] Com/3uxst 4

i
Emmng Ma.tcdltm “Gienesis and ]m.-s F:um Ihvu"
| Euﬂy Hahmws 1o ihe Egypuln Gud.s. o

» . ] o E : i

A Ve

IEﬂgmthE:.' hrnkeﬁ::rmuu food, at I. :
lcagues they stopped for l.ht.'- mghh_ 3 :

e .
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| The Shamamé Way of the Beg - Simon Buxton .r '
] [SBN 159477119-7 |
E ; : Destiny Books !
i ] ]'IC‘ .l"al‘l;ll'll;ir'[]»..' www, DestinyBooks.com i
| l- r - } = T
! ‘\1". Ay "*"l [ h“* ] ok Whether this book 15 purely or partly fiction, or straight out truth, itisa
fascinating, and engaging'read. It tells an excellent and thought pro-
voking tale that moves along ava good clip, - Simon Buxion, 15 a gradu-
| ate of the Hamer Method, and vou can see some of his training surface
| et Windom and Heliog Pesctiors in his writings. His take on the Path of Pollen is quite enjoyable, and at
| o the Bee Mastr Limes yery moving. |
| : : Recommended |
111 Simon Buxton
| |
Hi '-
i :
| a P T T Drugs of the Dreaming - Gianluca Toro & Benjamin Thomas |
| L et Foreward by Jonathan Ott- : ’
| I ISBN -13; 978-1-59477-174-3 :
: Park Street Press _ .
| um-w Park5tPress.com’, ' ,.:' > '*’& -_: :
| 3 T R
| b‘ DI [J( ’IH "‘ ; mem ‘Dumganﬁ, Sulﬁa‘dﬁmnnnnaudﬁnhm w2l
| Lt __}HI‘“E& ]"-r”\.[(_l - Dream-Enhancing Plants’. Mhadh*ghhnpesfurlhsbmkfm the:-u ]
t [ L ' .h 1 ¢ - l - pre-reléase information that we had reecived. It dm’s cover much
L 23 ¥ & 4 Y - ground in a slender volume of 103 pages with sonie 12 ;mgcsﬂfappm-' L
i / \ dices. Sadly though'it does not go into any great depth on any of the |
- 'l," plants, Salvia divinorum warrants no more than a page and a half, f=
- though it is teatured prominently in the subtitle. Good for general |

reading, but not if you are interested in going déeper than a cursory .
glance at all the various plants and additional substances covered in !
this volume. |
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The Gifts of Burning Man ‘Dale Pl:ru:chI

insplred Madness SRESE aoeizancs
gl dﬂni-xmmmhu,ﬁm_.

— f . ¥, ;'_. ...-l-‘..ﬂ.
1 ﬂ j DR -,

l i Inspired Madness T |
; i-|

ale and hi nm;:mnms and F.
lﬁz It is qebdyk' ible 1o p’ut Q?:'I‘:u :;'.
h

|
ﬂnqp }H:m start ;t Th15 as cverything, ﬁﬂmrana.rr.:hlm to Tust s
‘in the dust, to'mystic and mag;u‘.l:at moments nfn'ﬂnsfnmmnun iy 1 ‘

P ynuﬂunthawﬂ , et it - lryuuh.ur'¢1t lhmr-:nd ilagnm'
' Rﬂmmmmdnd ; e i

VISTONARY ' 1l shamanic Teachings of the Plant World - Editied h}r 1.P. Harpignies
P LAN T [SBIN-13: 978-1-59477-147-T
CONMSCIOUSNESS - Park Stree Press - www ParkStPress com

Tt Shamarii Teachiags ! Lhe HanlWarld-

|
Visionary Ham Consciousness i ' i
i
!

- arem w

| dop't think vou can afford not to have this book in your library if you
are interested in the world of plants, plant and human consciousness and
psychonautical musings.. Selected Lectures from the Bioneers Confer-
ences over the years from Kat Harrison, Andrew Weil, Terence McK-
enna, Dennis McKenna, Wade Davis to name but a few. This book deliv- 1
ers wisdom, depth of subject and well edited selections. Jeremy Narby
does the Foreward and has a couple of very interesting chapters... [ be-
licve this one may be a volume referred to in years to come when re-

| . séarch from gur fime is referenced.

Recommended

The Hidden World
Tue Hippexy WorLp Survival of Pagan Shamani¢ Themes in European F E.'ll;}"tﬂ]ll‘s

TP —— Carl AP Ruck - Blaise Daniel Staples - Jose Mﬁ%dn Gunza!w el
dran - Mark Alwin Hoffman : : ;
ISBN-10: 91-59460-144s5 L 5L 9 X b i.
’Q:ar,glmaﬁwi:mm Proes'y . o '/ O B

iz 1{?@%&@1@ gn&ﬁg Wn gs -at‘ maugg. deep and htéd;.n%ﬁqs |

L Eha;ban“f :ktd with mﬁ;rmallm
i; layers r ;e;.tealad in thE l.uﬁlerlffulk & fairy tales uﬂEu;pp-e ‘From tales-
of Iycanthropy, W witches, warlocks and hidden within plain view sto-

L o — o — e ———

ries of the entheogenic ecclesiastical elites, this volume delivers beau- :
ufully. Being the last work that Blaise Daniel Staples participated in
creating makes it even more of must have volume. A 45 minute DVD |
i5 included produced by Peter Webster and narrated by Carl Ruck, 1
nicely rounds oul the gifis of this brilliant collaborative effon. Il
|
|
|

x §
| ! Recommended s
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Looked at but cannot be seen - it 15 beneath form;
Listened to but cannot be_heard - it 15 beneath sound; |
Held but cannot be touched - 1t 15 beneath feeling; |
Thése depthless things evade defimition,
And blend into a simgle mystery. i

In 15 nsing there 1s-no hight, |
In its falling there 15 no darkness, |
A conunuous thread beyond descnption,
Liming what can not occur;
Its form Formless,
lts image nothing,
Its name silence;
Follow it, 1t has no back,
Meet it, 1t has no face:

Attend the present to deal with the past;

Thus you grasp the continuity of the Way,
Which. 15 115 €s5ence,

(Tao De. Ching ~Lao Tze) n
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